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AMENDED CLAIMS 

1. (Cancelled) A fabric comprising continuous conjugate filaments, each of said 
conjugate filaments further comprising at least a first filament material and a second 

/ filament material that are longitudinally separate into elementary filaments, wherein 

said first filament material ia substantially resistant to acid degradation and said 
second filament material is susceptible to acid degradation, wherein said second 
filament material comprises a filament skeleton that has been at least partially 
reconfigured. 

2. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 1 wherein said first filament material is a 
polyester-like material selected from the group consisting of polyethylene 
terephtnaiate (PET), porybutytene terephthalate (PBT). poJytrimethytene 
terephthaiate (PTT), and polyiacttc add (PLA). 

3. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 2 wherein said first filament material is 
polyethylene terephthalate (PET). 

4. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 1 wherein said second filament material is a 
poJyamJde selected from the group consisting of nylon 6, nylon 0 6. nylon 1 1. and 
nylon 610, 

5. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 4 wherein said second filament material is 
nylon6. 



3 



4/16 • «CVD AT 1 f\ JGTO04 * lit IS Ptt £Iatte™ BamUM Time] • KYRrUSPTMFXRF.m - DKSCTMJQa • CSBDIBM Ml !*M ■ DURATIOM I 



U3PTO Customer No. 25280 



Ca»#5418 



6. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 1 wherein said fabric has a rtonwoven 
construction. 

7. (Canceled) The fabric of Claim 1 wherein the reconfiguration of said second 
filaments comprises separation of the skeleton into at least two parts. 

8. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 7 wherein the reconfiguration of said second 
filaments comprises separation of the skeleton Into at least two parts. In which at 
least one pan has been dissolved. 

9. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 1 wherein the reconfiguration of said second 
filaments comprises removal of at least a portion of the skeleton. 

10. (Canceled) The fabric of Claim 9 wherein the reconfiguration of said second 
filaments involves removal of at least of portion of the skeleton due to dissolution. 

11. (Canceled) A fabric comprising continuous conjugate filaments, each of said 
conjugate filaments further comprising at least a first ftement material and a second 
filament material that are longitudinally separable into elementary filaments, wherein 
said first filament material is a polyester and said second filament material is a 
polyamide, **** wherein the relative percentage of said polyamide varies per unit of 
said fabric. 

12. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 11 wherein the relative percentage of said 
polyamide varies from 0.1% to B0%. 
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13. {Cancelled} The fabric of Claim 11 wherein said polyamkte te selected from 
the group consisting of nylon 6, nylon 6 6. nylon 1 1 . and nylon 610. 

14. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 13 wherein said poJyamlde Is nylon 6, 

15. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 11 wherein said first filament material Is a 
polyesieNika material selected from the group consisting of polyethylene 
tereprrthelate (PET), porybutylene terephthalate (PBT), porytri methylene 
tereprrthalate (PTT). and poiytactic acid (PLA). 

16. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 15 wherein said polyester is polyethylene 
terephthalate (PET). 

17. (Amended) A notTWOYap. fabric oornprising continuous conjugate filamentST 
which furthor comprioo that have been mechanically s eparated eigne their tenths 
inio__at toast a first lament material and a second filament material feat-are 



is a polyester and safcl second filament matertaJ Is a polyamide, and wherein said 
nonwoven fabric has an absorption capacity of at least 5.5 ml/g. 

18. (Amended) The nonwoYcn fabric of Claim 17 wherein said nonwoven fabric 
has an absorption capacity of at least 6.25 ml/g. 

19. (Amended) The nonwoven fabric of Claim 17 wherein the nonwoven fabric 
has an absorption capacity of at least 7,0 ml/g. 
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20. (Amended) The nonwovan fabric of Claim 17 wherein said pofyamide Is 
selected from the group consisting of nyton 6, nylon 6 6, nylon 1 1. and nylon 610. 

21 . (Amended) The nonwoven fabric of Claim 20 wherein said polyarnide is nylon 
6- 

22. (Amended) The nonwoven fabric of Claim 17 wherein said polyester te 
selected from the grcup consisting of polyethylene tern phtha late (PET), polybutylene 
terephthatete (PBT), polytrimethytene terephtheJate (PTT), and por/lacfic add (PLA). 

23. (Amended) The nonwoven fabric of Claim 22 wherein said polyester Is 
polyethylene terephthatate (PET), 

24. (Amended) A nonwoven fabric comprising continuous conjugate filaments, 
which further comprise at bast a first filament material and a second filament 
material that are longitudinally ooparobto separated by mechanical mea ns Into 
elementary filaments, wherein said first filament material is a polyester having 
hydrottzed ester groups and enhanced hydrophllic characteristics by having oupoood 
s a i d polyester to a baste oolution and wherein said second filament material Is a 
potyamide whose fitemsol structure is eroded by having boon oxpoood to a n ac i d i c 

25. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 24 wherein said basic solution comprises 
sodium hydroxide. 
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26. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 24 wherein said pdyamide has a structure that 
has been eroded by having been exposed to said acidic solution, said addle solution 
comprising paratoluene sulfonic add. 

27. (Cancelled) The fabric of Claim 24 wherein at least 50% of said potyamkJe is 
eroded by having been exposed to said addle solution. 

28. (Amended) The npnwoven fabric of Claim 24 wherein said polyamtde is 
selected from the group consisting of nylon 6. nylon 6 6, nylon 1 1 . and nylon 610. 

29. (Amended) The nonwoven fabric of Claim 28 wherein said polyamlde Is nylon 

6. 

30. (Amended) The nonwoven fabric of Claim 24 wherein said polyester Is 
selected from the group consisting erf polyethylene terephthalate (PET), potybutylene 
terephthalate (PBT), porvtriphenylene terephthalate (PTT), and poiylactlc add (PLA). 

31. (Amended) The nonwoven fabric of Claim 30 wherein said polyester is 
polyethylene terephthalate (PET). 

32. (New) The nonwoven fabric of Claim 24 comprising continuous conjugate 
filaments, which further comprise at least a first filament material and a second 
filament material that are longitudinally separable into elementary filaments, wherein 
said first filament material Is a polyester having hydrotyzed ester groups and 
enhanced hydrophllic characteristics and said second filament material is a 



7 

4 * t*;l6 PM piaster. «t«rf.rd t^l ' SVRAWmVEPXRP-IM • OJflfctTMSW ■ CfflD.W Ml 1 »» ' DURATIOH 



Ol/U/2004 18:22 FAX 864 608 1999 MILLIKEN UJGAL DBPT 8 

case #5415 

USPTO Cuatonra No, 25280 

polyamkle whose Rament structure has been eroded, and wherein said nonwowen 
fabric has an absorption capacity of at least 5.6 ml/g. 

33. (New) The nonwoven fabric of Claim 24 wherein aaW nonwoven fabric has an 
absorption capacity of at least 6.25 ml/g, 

34. (New) The nonwoven fabric of Claim 24 wherein the nonwoven fabric has an 
absorption capacity of at least 7.0 ml/g. 
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